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Meal Charge Policy
The purpose of this policy is to establish consistent meal charging and collection procedures district-wide.
The goals of the district’s food service department include:

● To maintain a positive experience for students during meal service
● To treat all students with respect and dignity
● To establish practices that are age-appropriate
● To minimize meal charges and encourage parents to pre-pay for all meals
● To promote parents’ responsibility for meal payments and self-responsibility for the student

Payments in advance for meals enable the district to achieve the goals above.

Emergency Meal Service
The Griffin School District acknowledges that on occasion, students may forget or lose meal money.  In such
cases, the child’s statement of need shall be accepted and food will be made available.  Annually, the
principal, or designee, in cooperation with the Child Nutrition Supervisor, shall review procedures to provide
meals to students without lunch money.

Evaluate Individual Circumstances
When a student repeatedly comes to school without a meal from home or money to participate in the school
meal program, administrators should consider if circumstances in the home warrant contacting social
workers or Child Protective Services.  Frequent requests may indicate the family’s need for free or reduced
priced meals.  If for any reason, parents decline to complete an eligibility application and the principal is
aware that the student is eligible for free or reduced priced meals, the principal may complete an application
on behalf of the student.  Written justification must be made on application as to ther reason the student
should be receiving free or reduced priced meals.

Prepaid Meal System
Every effort will be made to collect for unpaid meals.  Unpaid meal charges will result in the following

● Automated telephone call to the home and an email will be sent to the parent
● A statement reminder will be sent home if the parent does not have an email address
● A weekly report sent to the principal for negative balances $30.00
● In case of significant delinquent payments, a letter or personal phone call with be sent

Program Limitations
Students with negative account balances can only purchase regular lunch meals.  A la carte (extra) items
cannot be charged.  Monies received from students with negative account balances must first be used to
satisfy the negative balance.  No charge will be given back to students with a negative account balance an
any extra monies will be deposited into the student’s account.


